
                          
 
 
 

We acknowledge the Djarra people of Dja Dja Wurrung country, the traditional owners  
on the land we live on, and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present & emerging.             

 
Thursday 13th August 2026 
Purpose of Camp Hill Primary School is to develop and nurture lifelong learners within an engaging, 
global learning community, where the uniqueness and contributions of individuals are valued, shared 
and celebrated. 
Following are the core values in which we strongly believe; they underpin our purpose and are the 
guiding principles of our school. 
Caring: Being kind, helpful and sympathetic toward other people. 
Honesty: To always tell the truth. 
Confidence: Believing in yourself and others. 
Respect: Recognising the rights, feelings, wishes and individual differences of others through                    
our speech and manners. 

                                                  Trust: Safely express opinions, beliefs, thoughts, and feelings in a secure   environment.                       
Address: Gaol Rd, Bendigo 3552     
Phone: 5443 3367 

Email Address: camp.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Web Address: www.camphillps.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 

Little Angler Kits 
Last week our Grade 5 students received a Little Angler’s Kit sponsored by the Victorian Fisheries Authority. The 

aim of the program is to continue to grow recreational fishing participation in Victoria, actively encouraging primary 
aged children to learn more about the art of fishing, marine life and the natural environment. This is the second 

time the school has been involved in the program, with our students in the previous roll out taking the opportunity 

to try their hand at fishing. 
Swimming 

I would like to extend a big thankyou to the parents and friends who assisted with our swimming program this 
week, your willingness to give up your time is greatly appreciated. 

Building Up-Date 
This week plastering of the internal walls has continued and the first of the bricks have been laid, the building is 

rapidly taking shape.  

Whole School Assembly 
Assembly will be at 3.00pm, parents and friends are more than welcome to attend. 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CARERS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is seeking your 
feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 
student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate your participation. 
 

Calendar 2026 

Monday 17th August Parent/Carer Opinion Survey opens online 

Tuesday 18th August School Council meeting 5:30pm 

Thursday 20th August Read-a-thon forms and money due. 

Friday 21st August PUPIL FREE DAY 

Wednesday 26th August Whole School Book Parade - 9:30am on the turf 

Thursday 27th August Parents Breakfast FREE from 7:30am to 8:30am 

Friday 28th August 2027 Foundation Acceptance Offers due in. 

Wednesday 2nd September Ride/Scoot/Walk to School Day 

Thursday 3rd September Father’s Day Raffle Drawn at 10am. 

Monday to Thursday 7th to 10th September Planning Week 

Wednesday 9th September Interschool Basketball Tournament 

Thursday 10th September R U OK Day 

Friday 11th September Family Disco 6:30pm to 8:30pm (must have parent/carer attend) 

Monday 14th September JSC - Dress Up Sports Day 

Friday 18th September Parent/Carer Opinion Survey closes 
Last Day of Term 3. Dismissal at 2:30pm 

Monday 5th October Term 4 commences  

Monday  26th October School Concert PRACTICE DAY 

Tuesday 27th October Whole School CONCERT 6pm – 8:30pm at Ulumbarra Theatre 

Wednesday 28th October Public Holiday – BENDIGO CUP DAY 

mailto:camp.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement and professional development needs in the 
school, to target school planning and improvement strategies.  
The Parent/Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 17th August to Friday 18th September 2026. 
All families are invited to participate in the survey. 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time on 
desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  
The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, 
Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. Resources are also available in additional languages to assist 
parents / carers who speak a language other than English at home. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, or the school 
directly for survey guides in your language. 
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 

Dad Joke of the Week 

How many lips does a flower have?  Tu-lips. 
Chris Barker 
Principal 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Student absence data Week 5 

Early Bird  

The early bird award goes to the grade each week who has no late arrivals to school. That means all students arrive by 
9am ready for learning. The early bird grade this week is: Foundation/1A. 

100% attendance for the week  

A student is selected weekly to recognise their attendance at school every day for the week (Wednesday to Wednesday). 
We regularly have over half the students achieving 100% attendance each week. This week 138 students had 100% 

attendance for the week. Well done to those students! Our Attendance Hero this week is J from Grade 3/4A. Awesome 
effort! Great to see you here at school every day.  

 
 
 
 
 
Trish Johnstone 
Assistant Principal 

WELLBEING MATTERS 
How to Make and Keep friends, part 3 
School friendship issues 

Early school friendship issues include being left out, having a fight with a friend, or finding it hard to make friends. 
Occasionally, these issues might involve behaviour. For example, your child and their friends might be doing things 

that are unsafe. 
Sometimes your child might tell you about these issues, their teacher may communicate concerns with you, or you 

might see the signs. For example, your child doesn’t seem happy about going to school, isn’t eating lunch, or seems 
to be socially anxious. 

How to talk about friendship issues with your child 

Talking with your child about friendship issues gives you a chance to hear more about what’s going on. Talking can 
also help your child understand and manage their feelings about issues and work out how to handle them. 

Here are tips for talking: 
Ask your child about what happened and how they felt. For example, ‘How did you feel when Ali wouldn’t let you 

play?’ 

Encourage your child to talk by telling them about a friendship issue you had as a child or by reading a story about 
friendship issues. 

If the issue involves a safety concern, encourage your child to make their own decisions, rather than just following 
friends. For example, ‘Is it a good idea to jump from the top of the slide? You might get hurt’. 

If your child isn’t ready to talk, let them know they can always come to you. 
Listen or give your child a hug. Sometimes this can be enough. 

If you feel like there’s something your child isn’t telling you, you could ask the teacher whether they’ve noticed 

anything different in class or in the playground. 
What to do if your child has no friends, or has other friendship issues 

Total yearly number of students absent days Term 3 1 332 days 

Current school year absence rate Term 3 5.7 days per student 

School absence rate target for 2026 10.00 days per student (2.5 days per term) 

Number of students arriving late to school this week 32 



Most children find it hard to make friends sometimes. And most children will come home at some stage and say, ‘No-
one likes me’ or ‘I don’t have any friends’. 

Here are things to try: 

Encourage your child to introduce themselves when they meet new children – ‘Hello, I’m Kaia. What’s your name?’ 
Suggest your child starts a game and asks classmates to play it with them. Some kids find it helps to take a ball or 

game to share. 
Use role-play to help your child practise friendship skills, like joining in with a game or taking turns to choose what 

game is played at recess. 

Make use of the school buddy system. Your child could ask their buddy for help with finding friends or joining in. 
Work on your child’s self-esteem and confidence to join in with play at school. One way to do this is by focusing on 

your child’s strengths and praising their efforts. 
Look for extracurricular activities that give your child opportunities to meet kids with similar interests. There are 

many things your child could try – sports, dance, art classes, choirs, Cubs and so on. 
Depending on your child’s age and interests, let your child try a virtual playdate with someone they know. For 

example, they could play an age-appropriate video game online with a friend. Digital technology can support 

socialising for some children. 
If these ideas don’t seem to be helping talk with your child’s teacher. The teacher can let you know what’s going on 

and whether your child might need extra help with friendship skills. The teacher can also suggest ways to help your 
child feel included. 

Having friends who don’t go to the same school – for example, children from extracurricular activities, neighbours or 

family friends – can boost your child’s confidence, especially if they’re having friendship issues at school. 
Friends for children with additional needs 

If your child has additional needs, your child might need extra help with friendships. 
You could try making friends with other parents and getting together after school at a playground. It can help to 

give the other parents and children ideas about including your child. For example, ‘Bill loves watching people play 
soccer. He can throw the ball in and be the scorer’. 

Most importantly, there is no one-size-fits-all model of friendships. Some students are content with one friend, some 

have a large circle, and others are happy in their own company. As a parent or carer, you know your child the best, 
enabling you to provide as much support and guidance as required, for your child to be happy and safe in their 

friendships. 

Mark Lees 
Wellbeing 

DOG WELLBEING PROGRAM 
Polly is sponsored by Fur Life Vet.  

Fur Life Vet have two clinics located in Bendigo: 

167 Eaglehawk Road, Bendigo and 70-80 Midland Highway Epsom.  
Please support this local business for your pet care needs. 

www.furlifevet.com.au 

Mark Lees 
Dog Wellbeing Program Coordinator  
 

FROM THE OFFICE 
2026 VCC – Voluntary Curriculum Contributions 
A reminder to families: contributions can be paid on QKR, or cash/eftpos is also available at the office.  

Sue Heider 
Business Manager 
 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE ORDER & PAY VIA THE LOOP 
 
 

  4 / 9 /26 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.furlifevet.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Heider%40education.vic.gov.au%7C99a7b1f90bec462fc1a808db357a3578%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638162571239328728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1g6RnQvCR64qDAdpUFmbZwHb4cJIGfUeTzxLmNLTZBA%3D&reserved=0


PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
Read-A-Thon 

The Read-A-Thon is fast approaching. Students are asked to decide how many hours they would like to read by 
20th August. They then ask family & friends to sponsor them, either by donating a set amount for each hour read 

or a one-off donation. A Read-A-Thon form was sent home a couple of weeks ago (Additional forms can be 
obtained from the school office). Please return your completed form by Thursday 20th August with donations (cash 

to the office) or pay on the QKR app. There are a lot of prizes up for grabs – HAPPY READING        Poster with 

more information at the end of this newsletter. 
Parents Breakfast 

The CHPS Parents & Friends will be hosting a FREE breakfast for all parents/carers on Thursday 27th August 

from 7:30am to 8:30am (Save the date). Please go on our QKR app and complete attendance for catering 
purposes.  

Fathers Day Raffle 
It’s that time of year again where we are asking families to donate to the raffle. Items can now be dropped off to 

the school office. Raffle will be drawn at 10am on Thursday 3rd September.  
Family Disco 

Yes, this is right – The Parents and Friends are holding a family disco on Friday 11th September (SAVE THE 

DATE). This is a family event where parent/guardians stay as well! Please see updated poster later in this 
newsletter. 

Tea Towels 
This term the students have been completing a drawing of themselves. In the coming days, you will be able to 

purchase this whole school tea towel with every student’s face drawn on it for $20 each – payable of the QKR app. 

Look for more information about this in next week’s newsletter. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Parents & Friends Group 

OSHC 
Legends of the Week 

Congratulations this week for our Legend of The Week Award winners Arrobella and Leo S. Arrobella is always 
respectful and polite and loves being creative on the Art table. Leo loves getting outside and playing group games 

and plays well with others during group games.  

Pupil Free Day 
Friday 21st August is a pupil free day and we will be running OSHC from 8:30am until 5:55pm. Bookings can be 

made via your MyXplor account or you can call us on 0409 549 493 or email at oshc@camphillps.vic.edu.au  
Accounts 

The current fortnight bookings are due on Friday 21st August. A reminder if families could please keep accounts at 

a zero balance or in credit at the end of each fortnight.  

Jamie, Erin & the OSHC Team  

JSC 
Sports Day  

Our fundraising theme this term is going to be Sports! We are holding a sports dress up day on Monday 14th   

September. Students can come dressed in any sports gear they would like or have at home! Funds raised will go to 

the Orange Sky – a charity that helps to support those experiencing hardship or homelessness. Donations can be 

made via QKR or cash on the day. 

Jacinta Kellow  
JSC Coordinator 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION / 1 LEARNING TEAM 
Swimming Week 

Wow! What a busy but fun week we’ve had for our annual swimming lessons this week. We were so impressed at 
the excellent listening, behaviour and showing their independence throughout the week.    

Book Week  
We are excited to celebrate Book Week! Students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite character 

from a book. Costumes can be bought or homemade – we can’t wait to see everyone’s creative ideas! Please put in 

your diaries for Wednesday 26th August as our whole school dress up day and parade.  
Learning  

Over the past few weeks, we have been learning about living things. We started by brainstorming what we would 
like to know more about, before moving onto learning about plants, like grass seeds. Before we planted our own, 

we made predictions about what we think would happen and wrote down the steps of the procedure. We will now 

move on to animals in our Reading, Writing and Inquiry sessions.  

Foundation/1 Learning Team 

2 LEARNING TEAM 
Welcome to Week 5; Swimming Week and halfway through Term 3! 
This week in Grade 2 we are learning: 

• Phonics: ‘gh’ as in ghost 

• Grammar: Editing sentences for boundary punctuation 

• Writing: Simple and compound sentences 

• Maths: Multiplication and Division 

• Respectful Relationships: Help Seeking 

Reminder – Pupil Free Day 

Next Friday 21st August is a Curriculum Day – students do not come to school. 

Swimming 
We’ve had a fantastic week learning to swim. Thank you to those parent helpers who came along to assist during 

the week. 

2 Learning Team 

3/4  LEARNING TEAM 
Curriculum Day 

Friday 21st August is our Curriculum Day, so students are not required to attend school on this day. 
Book Week 

Book Week is coming up! Start thinking about your costume for our Book Week Dress Up and Parade on 

Wednesday 26th August. We can’t wait to see everyone’s creative costumes! 



Inquiry 
In Inquiry, we have been investigating Physical and Chemical Sciences. This week, we tested our rubbery egg 

experiments. Things got a little messy, but it was lots of fun and a great opportunity to explore what happens 

when materials change! 
Maths 

In Maths, we have been learning about how multiplication and division are connected. We have been exploring 
inverse operations and using multiplication facts to help us solve division problems. 

Writing 

In Writing, we have been learning about procedure writing. We have explored the structure and language features 
of procedures and will be putting these skills into practice. 

Reading 
We are almost finished our class novel, Storm Boy. We have learnt lots of new vocabulary and enjoyed sharing our 

thoughts, opinions and connections to the text as we have followed the story. 

3/4 Learning Team 

5/6 LEARNING TEAM 
Swimming 

A huge well done to all students for their fantastic participation in swimming this week! It has been great to see 
everyone getting involved, giving activities a go and demonstrating a positive attitude throughout the program. 

Basketball Try-Outs 
Basketball try-outs will continue next week, with teams to be finalised shortly after. Our Basketball Tournament will 

be held on Wednesday 9th September. More information about the tournament will be shared with families closer 

to the date. 
Save the Date – Book Week Parade! 

Our Book Week Parade will be held on Wednesday 26th August! It’s time to start thinking about your costume! 
Students are encouraged to come dressed as a character from a favourite book.  

Bullying No Way Week  
Next week we will be recognising Bullying No Way Week. This is an opportunity for students to learn more about 

what bullying is, how we can prevent it and how we can support others. Throughout the week, we will focus on 

the importance of kindness, inclusion, respect and speaking up to help make our school a safe and welcoming 
place for everyone. 

5/6 Learning Team 

VISUAL ARTS 
Senior and Middel Department Art 

The last few weeks students have been working on making felt. We have studied the properties of wool, where 

wool comes from and the science behind wool fibres turning into felt. We used hot water, detergent, bubble wrap 
and lots of ‘elbow grease’ to mat the wool fibres into fabric. We have discussed sustainable fabrics and what 

makes natural fibres like wool more sustainable than synthetic. Did you know that felt was one of the earliest 
forms of clothing fabric? Here are some students busy creating their felt masterpieces. 

Sandy McLennan 

Visual Arts 

GREEN TEA 

 
Congratulations to 2B who won the plastic free July challenge, put together by the green team members. 2B 

had an average of 17.6 plastic free lunch boxes, the challenge that they had to complete was they had to tally up 

how many plastic free lunch boxes in their classes in two weeks. Since they won the Plastic Free July challenge, 
their prize was an apple slinky machine. By M and P Green Team members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandy McLennan 
Green Team Coordinator 



SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS 
Demonstrating Honesty in the Toilets 

As part of our School-Wide Positive Behaviour focus, students have been learning about how to demonstrate 
honesty in the toilets. 

Honesty means doing the right thing, even when no one is watching. It involves taking responsibility for our 
actions and caring for the shared spaces that everyone uses. 

One important way students can demonstrate honesty in the toilets is by using water wisely. This includes turning 

taps off properly, only using the water that is needed, and reporting any issues, such as leaking taps, to a staff 
member. By making responsible choices, students help conserve water and care for our environment. 

Using water wisely may seem like a small action, but when everyone works together, it can make a significant 
difference. These positive behaviours help keep our school facilities in good condition and demonstrate respect for 

our school community. 
We encourage all students to continue showing honesty through their actions and to take pride in making 

responsible choices every day. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
CONFIDENCE  
Emilia K: For showing great confidence and responsibility during Swimming Week. Great work Emi! 

Shallet L: For building your confidence in the pool and giving new swimming skills a go. Keep up the fantastic 

effort! 
Jemima M: For showing confidence and perseverance when faced with the challenge of swimming 50m at 

swimming. You should be so proud of the courage and determination you demonstrated when you thought you 
couldn’t do it but kept going anyway. Miss Callaway and 5/6B are so proud of you! 

CARING 
Aarav V: For always showing caring and kindness towards others. You are a thoughtful friend who is always ready 

to help and make others feel included. Well done! 

TRUST 
Oliver M: For showing trust during Swimming Week by being safe in the pool, listening carefully to instructors, 

and following directions. Well done, Oliver! 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Kangaroo Flat Cricket Club. Junior Season 2026-2027 
Contact Rob Gallagher 0409357287 or rgbobbygallagher@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY 
The free fresh fruit students receive on a Friday is proudly donated to the school by the following 

sponsor:  
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LUNCH ORDER FOR THURSDAY 21ST AUGUST  
SUSHI - Thursday 20th August 

ORDER VIA OUR QKR APP BY 9.00am Wednesday 19th August 2026 
No late orders accepted. 

Sushi: $4.00 each. 
• Crispy chicken 

• Teriyaki chicken 

• Vegetarian 

• Cooked Tuna 

 



 



 



 

 


