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We acknowledge the Jarra people of Dja Dja Wurrung country, the traditional owners

on the land we live on, and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present & emerging.
Thursday 5t February 2026
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Purpose of Camp Hill Primary School is to develop and nurture lifelong learners within an engaging,
-

global learning community, where the uniqueness and contributions of individuals are valued, shared
and celebrated.

Following are the core values in which we strongly believe; they underpin our purpose and are the
guiding principles of our school.

Caring: Being kind, helpful and sympathetic toward other people.

Honesty: To always tell the truth.

Confidence: Believing in yourself and others.

Respect: Recognising the rights, feelings, wishes and individual differences of others through

our speech and manners.

Address: Gaol Rd, Bendigo 3552 Email Address: camp.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Phone: 5443 3367 Web Address: www.camphillps.vic.edu.au
Calendar 2026
Monday - Friday 5t February — 3" March JETS Gym — Grades 1-6, weeks 2,3,4 & 5
Friday 6t February Barbara Rae Statue Launch — Grades 3-6 girls
Whole school assembly 3:15pm. All welcome.
Monday 9t February School Council nomination forms available
Monday 16t February Scholastic Book Club orders due
School Council nomination forms close 4pm
Tuesday 17t February School Council meeting 5.30pm in the staff room.
Thursday 5t March Whole school photo day
Monday 9th March PUBLIC HOLIDAY — LABOUR DAY
Tuesday 17t March School Council AGM followed by normal School Council meeting 5:30pm in
the staff room
Thursday 2nd April LAST DAY TERM 1 - Early Dismissal 2:30pm
Friday 3rd April PUBLIC HOLIDAY — EASTER FRIDAY
Monday 20t April Term 2 commences

New Building

Next Wednesday at 12.00pm the Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards, will turn the first sod on the new building
site. Parents and friends are more than welcome to attend. Work on the building should commence in the next couple of
weeks.

Whole School Assembly

It was disappointing that we were unable to hold our first whole school assembly due to the extreme heat. The weather
promises to be a little kinder on Friday. This week’s assembly is very special, as it will be the first time the Foundation
students join us. The assembly will commence at 3.15pm on the covered area at the rear of the school.

School Council Elections 2026

What is a school council and what does it do?

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set
the broad direction of a school, in accordance with Ministerial Order 1280 Constitution of Government School Councils,
and the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council may directly influence the quality of
education for students.

Who is on the school council?

For most primary school councils, there are several possible categories of membership:

+ A mandated elected parent member category — members of this category generally comprise more than one third
of the council’s total membership. Department employees can be parent members at their child’s school providing that
they are not engaged in work at the school.

« A mandated elected school employee member category — members of this category make up no more than one-
third of membership. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.

¢ An optional community member category — members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experience. Department employees are not eligible to be community members.

¢ A small number of school councils have nhominee members.

Why is parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills and a range of experiences and
knowledge that can help inform and shape the direction of the school.

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their
children feel a greater sense of belonging.
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Do I need special experience to be on school council?
Each member brings their own valuable skills and knowledge to the role, however, in order to successfully perform their
duties, councillors may need to gain some new skills and knowledge.
It is important to have an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape
the school’s future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations in Term 1 of each year. Council elections must be
completed by 31 March, unless varied by the Minister for Education.
If you stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or, you can nhominate yourself in
the parent member category. You can only be hominated by another member of the same category that you are eligible
for (e.g. a member of the parent electorate may only hominate another parent of that electorate).
Department employees with a child enrolled at a school where they are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for
parent membership at that school.
Return your completed nomination form to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will receive
a Nomination Form Receipt via post, email or by hand delivery.
Please note in compliance with new legislation all new school council members must have a current
Working With Children’s Check.
Nominations for School Council 2026
Nominations are now called for 4 parent positions on School Council which will become vacant in March 2026. There are
4 Parent vacancies for a period of 2 years. Any interested parents are urged to be nominated for School Council.
Retiring in 2026
Parent Members: Lauren King, Sarah Stacey, Jessica Ritchie and Stephanie Rose. DET Members: Jacqui Dyer.
On behalf of the School Council, I would like to extend thanks to the retiring members who have made a valuable
contribution to School Council over the past 2 years.
From Monday 9% February, nomination forms for the 2026 elections will be available from the office. Parents and DET
staff have the opportunity to either be nominated or self-nominated. Nominations are to be lodged at school no later
than Monday 16th February at 4pm.
A ballot (if required) will commence on Thursday 19th February and close on Thursday 26 February at 4pm.
Information packs and nomination forms can be collected from the office. Please do not hesitate to come and have a
chat if you have any questions regarding School Council. If you stand for election, you can arrange for someone to
nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the parent member category. You can only be nominated
by another member of the same category that you are eligible for (e.g. a member of the parent electorate may only
nominate another parent of that electorate). Department employees with a child enrolled at a school where they are not
engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership at that school.
Return your completed nomination form to the principal within the time stated in the Notice of Election. You will receive
a Nomination Form Receipt via post, email or by hand delivery. Generally, if there are more nominations than vacancies
a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. Consider standing for election to
school council.
The Annual General Meeting for Camp Hill School Council will be held on Tuesday 17™ March at 5:30pm followed by a
normal School Council meeting.
Dad Joke of the Week

What did the sushi say to the bee? Wasabi.

Chris Barker

Trinciia[

Every Day Counts

The Importance Of Regular School Attendance
At Camp Hill Primary School, we prioritise regular school attendance. We will work with families to ensure students are in
class with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings.
Attending school every day means experiencing what counts — the learning, friendship, fun and opportunities that can
shape your child’s future.
Last year, it was pleasing to see that 93% & of students at our school had 80% or above attendance days of school. We
understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school but to ensure minimal disruption to their
education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. If your
child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships, schoolwork or exams, please encourage them to come to
school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of behaviour.
If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher, wellbeing staff member Mark Lees or the assistant
principal Trish Johnstone about getting support.
We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get your children to school. If your child must miss
school, notify us as soon as possible via your class teacher, the school’s Sentral app or by calling the office on 54433367
so we can work together to support them.
For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing School.
Remember, Every Day Counts.
Trish Johnstone

Assistant Principal
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EVERY DAY COUNTS
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As parents and carers, you have the best opportunity to support and guide your children to avoid online risks and
have safer experiences. Governments and industry also have a role to play in making sure the online world is a
safe place to be.The department of education provides guidance and can be accessed on Safe Socials — For
parents and carers (Primary) | vic.gov.au

Also check the esafety website for some great information for parents across a verity of topics including online
gaming and social media restrictions
Parents | eSafety Commissioner

O Easly Years a Online safety J

A guide for parents and carers

eSafety

Polly is sponsored by Fur Life Vet.
Fur Life Vet have two clinics located in Bendigo:
167 Eaglehawk Road, Bendigo and 70-80 Midland Highway Epsom.
Please support this local business for your pet care needs.
www.furlifevet.com.au

Mark Lees

Dogs Connect Coordinator ':

FURUFES Vet
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Welcome Back To OSHC

Welcome back to all our families from 2025 and to our new families coming onboard for 2026. We still have
vacancies on all 5 days if families are still looking to make bookings. OSHC enrolment forms are available at the
front office or the OSHC room which is also the Performing Arts room.

Accounts

We are currently in week 2 so accounts are due this coming Friday 6™ February. New fortnight charges will start
on Monday 9% February.

New Staff

We would like to welcome 3 new staff members to our OSHC team: Belle, Ally and Holly. We still have Jamie,
Coordinator, Erin, Assistant Coordinator, Rhi, Heidi, Rhiarnee and Rose.

Jamie, Frin & the OSHC Team
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CSEF: Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund

If you hold a current Centrelink Concession card and have not notified the office — please do so asap. This year’s
applications will receive $400, it is paid directly to your school account, to be used for any camps, sports or
excursions. Contact the office if you would like more information regarding this.

2026 VCC — Voluntary Curriculum Contributions

A reminder to families: contributions can be paid on QKR, or cash/eftpos is also available at the office. Thank you to
the families that have already paid.

Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to access the Curriculum m

Foundation to Grade 6:

Booklist — classroom educational items Edplus See booklist
Art - classroom consumables, materials & equipment $20.00
English — Reading Eggs online program, classroom consumables, materials & equipment $25.00
Inquiry (including Science & Sustainability) — project consumables, materials & equipment 5$40.00

ICT Deviices - provision of devices from the shared classroom sets and online digital subscriptions 5$60.00
Essential Assessments — Numeracy online program $14.00
Physical Education - materials & equipment $20.00
TOTAL $179.00

Other Contributions — for Non-curriculum items and activities

‘POLLY’ — Wellbeing dog support program — Insurance, vaccinations/Vet care, food and grooming $15.00

Student Enrolment Forms

These forms were given out and we are asking all families to check all details and update if necessary. Please
complete these forms and return to the office asap so any changes can be updated on the system.

Thank you.

Sentral

All families have an access code — if you need any assistance with this app, please don't hesitate to contact the
office. Sentral is used as our main communication to families — it is essential for everyone to have access as there
may be daily notifications, permission for activities/excursions, absence notifications and weekly newsletter just to
name a few.

Sue Heider

Business ,Manﬁer

A\
CHPS BREAKFAST
cLuUB

Every Friday Morning
8:10 - 8:30am
BER Building

ALL WELCOME!




Jets Gym

Jets Gymnastics begins Monday 9™ February. Please ensure you have provided consent for your child to attend. If
you are able to be a parent helper and have a current Working With Children’s Check (on file at the school office),
please let your child’s teacher know so you can help us out on the day. We will have our other sessions on:
Monday 16 February, Monday 23 February and Monday 2™ March.

Art Smocks

Please bring in art smocks with names clearly written ASAP.

Reader Bags

If you are yet to purchase a blue reader bag, you can purchase them from QKR. To help keep our school books in
good condition, students are required to use a reader bag when taking books home. Unfortunately, books cannot
be sent home unless a reader bag is provided.

Foundation Learning Team

Welcome To Week 2

We are so impressed at how well students have settled into the new classroom routines of Grade 2.

Thank You

Thank you to all students who have brought in their headphones and whiteboards from Grade 1. Also, a big well
done to students for getting back into home reading and bringing their reader diary to school each day.

Please bring along your library bag so you can borrow a book during our library session each week.

Jets Gym

Today we had our first Jets Gym session. Students had a ball completing fun activities and learning new skills with
their classmates. Our Jets Gym program runs from week 2 until week 5 this term.

Learning In The Grade 2 Department

This week in Grade 2 we have been learning:

Reading: How to choose and respond to a Just Right Book independently.

Writing: How to form our letters correctly using dotted thirds.

Maths: To represent and recognise 2 and 3 digit numbers.

1/2 Learning Team

Jets Gym

Today, Grades 3/4B and 3/4C started their Jets Gym program for this year. Grade 3/4A will begin their program
this coming Monday 9%. This is always a fantastic, fun-filled time for the students. We look forward to bringing you
updates as the weeks progress.

Learning In The Grade 3/4 Department

This week, we have been learning about Growth Mindset and the structure of narrative stories in English. We are
learning about odd and even numbers in Maths. We have also started our Inquiry lessons about rules and laws.
Lost Property

We have already had quite a bit of lost property in the Grade 3/4 area. Please ensure all uniform and personal
items, such as drink bottles, are labelled so they can be returned if misplaced.

3/4 Learning Team

Classrooms

Students across the Grade 5/6 department have made such a positive start to 2026! Each class have been busy
working hard to create safe, engaging and inclusive environments to achieve their very best. It's been a credit to
every student on how they have settled into the new year. Well done Grade 5/6!

Barbara Rae Statue Unveiling and Girls Cricket Clinic

This Friday 6% February, girls from Grades 3-6 will have the opportunity to head to the QEO to participate in a
cricket clinic followed by the unveiling of the Barbara Rae statue. Barbara Rae was the top scorer and winning
captain of the first women'’s cricket match held in Australia, which just so happened to be at the QEO. Barbara was
also a local Primary School teacher at the time.

5/6 Learning Team




Welcome To Auslan 2026!

This term the students will build on their knowledge of Auslan and add to their bank of signs they learnt last year.
All students are learning to confidently fingerspell the alphabet and recognise their name when fingerspelt.

Later in the term they will complete in an Auslan ‘Spelling Bee’ spelling various words. It will run the same as a
spoken spelling bee, but words will be fingerspelt rather than spoken. All students are learning the alphabet, and I
encourage them to practise at home. They have been given a copy and all classrooms with have one as well to
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This week, all students are learning to sign and share information about themselves. This includes fingerspelling
their name, describing themselves and their favourite activities. Students will select one or two sentences to share
with their class.

The Junior students will complete a worksheet about themselves and chose a simple sentence to sign. The Middle
and Senior students will be encouraged to sign 2 or more sentences they have created about themselves.

Penny Peters

Auslan Coordinator

The free fresh fruit students receive on a Friday is proudly donated to the school by the following
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Welcome Back To Term 1

It's fantastic to see everyone back and ready to get moving in Physical Education! £.

Foundation To Grade 2

Students will begin the year focusing on P.M.P (Perceptual Motor Program) activities, building fundamental
movement skills while developing cooperation, turn-taking and teamwork through fun partner and small-group
games.

Grades 3-6

Students will kick off with Initiatives activities, revisiting rules, fair play and teamwork, alongside a range of
throwing and catching games. We will then move into our Athletics unit, developing running, jumping and throwing
skills as we prepare for our school athletics carnival in week 9.

It's shaping up to be an energetic and exciting start to the year — we can't wait to learn, play and move together!
Jets Gym

I hope all our enthusiastic gymnasts enjoy their 4-week Jets Gym program that kicked off today. Parents are
welcome to attend and watch on from upstairs in the viewing deck. I look forward to seeing all their learning and
progress in our school gym program that will be running in term 3!

All Girls Cricket Clinic And Statue Unveiling: Barbra Rae

Cricket Victoria invites our Camp Hill girls in Grades 3-6 to a unique experience at the QEO on Friday 6 February!
Barbra Rae is a true pioneer of women'’s cricket, known for her skill, leadership and passion for the game. She
represented Australia at the highest level and played a key role in growing opportunities for women and girls in
cricket, leaving a lasting legacy both on and off the field.

Division Swimming Carnival - Bendigo

Students in grades 3 to 6 may have the opportunity to represent Camp Hill Primary at the Division Swimming Carnival held
at the Bendigo East Swimming Pool on Friday 27 February. If you believe your child is a competitive and confident
swimmer in a particular stroke or they are currently involved in club sport swimming and would be able to compete in this
event, please notify Alicia Smalley by Monday 9*" February as entries close soon.

As this competition is a timed event, students who excel may qualify for the Regional Swimming on Tuesday 10 March in
Swan Hill and then onto State Swimming at MSAC on Thursday 23™ April.

Ages are calculated as at 31t December 2026 e.g. a child who turns 11 at any time during 2026 will compete in
the 11 years event. Children must be turning 9 or 10 in 2026 to be eligible for the 9-10 years event. Children
must be born in the years 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 or 2017 to be eligible to compete.

Each competitor may enter only two individual events, one relay and one mediley relay.

Each school/district may enter only one competitor or team per event.

Each competitor may enter only two individual events, one relay and one medley relay.

The students can compete in the following events: Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly.

This event is only for strong swimmers who are able to swim 50m using the correct stroke technique. A parent will
be required to transport and supervise their child at the event each school is required one additional helper to assist on
the day if necessary. If you are unsure if your child has the ability to compete in competition swimming, you are welcome
to email me with your child’s time so I can give you additional information about average scores for their age group. A
small entry fee may apply. Please have your entries or inquiries to myself by early week 3 as ENTRIES CLOSE 4.00
pm, Wednesday 20™ February, 2025. No late entries will be accepted.

Alicia Smalley

’Pﬁisica[ Education

RESPECT

Leo S: For displaying the school value of Respect by following the classroom expectations in Auslan.

Well Done Leo!

Kenzie F: For consistently showing the school value of Respect by listening carefully, following expectations, and
being a kind and helpful role model to our new Foundation students.

CONFIDENCE

Leo S: For having the confidence to contribute to class discussions. Well done Leo!

Caleb G: For a fantastic start to the year. Caleb confidently attempts all tasks with a happy and positive attitude.
He always gives tasks a go and is a great role model in our classroom. Keep it up, Caleb!

Arlo M: For his confidence as he settles into his new classroom. He joins in with learning activities and approaches
new experiences with a positive attitude. A great start Arlo, keep it up!

Sylas B: For having the confidence to come into class independently.




Guitar Lessons
Guitar lessons are now available. Please contact Shannon Millard for more information. Ph:
0437 252 136 or Email: Shannon.millard@mhs.vic.edu.au
Cheer N Dance Athletics

Free trial class at 1/65 Holdsworth Rd, Bendigo

Ph: 5442 5959 reception@cheerdance.com.au
www.cheerdance.com.au

LUNCH ORDER FOR FRIDAY 13t FEBRUARY
CHICKEN SCHNITZELS & VEGI BURGERS

ORDER VIA OUR QKR app by 9.00am Thursday 12" February 2026.
. : No late orders accepted.
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Chicken Schnitzel with lettuce and mayonnaise in a roll

$5.00c-

Vegie Burger with lettuce & mayo

$4.50ca
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